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Wow! What a Year! 

This is our last school newsletter of this academic year and what a year it has been! We cannot begin to tell 
you how incredibly proud we all are of the way the children have adjusted and coped with all of the measures 
in place across this year to keep our whole school community safe. Once again, we want to thank you all for 
your constant support for the school. We know that you have sacrificed a lot this year for all of our safety and 
missed out on all of the usual opportunities to come into school to learn and celebrate with your children.  

Thank you to those of you who have completed our survey about what you have found positive about the 
changes made this year and what you have missed and want to see back. It is important that we learn from the 
last year together and use these experiences to make our school even stronger than it was before as we return 
to a new normal after the holidays. 

Next week we will be saying goodbye to our Year 6 leavers and their families as well as to some 
members of the staff team here. We are looking forward to celebrating with Year 6 parents at our 
Year 6 leavers assembly on Wednesday morning at the end of which children will take their stones to 
build their leavers cairn at the church. We wish all of those moving on to new adventures the very 
best of luck for the future and hope to hear from you soon! 

Arrangements for September 

We are still waiting to receive the updated Local Authority risk assessment which will clarify what measures 
need to be taken for continued safety in September. This should be with schools by the end of today and we 
will then check our planned arrangements for September against this. A letter will come out to all parents/
carers with fuller information about arrangements for September next week.  

Today we have been interviewing for a KS2 teacher (for the vacancy left by Mrs Bennett's promotion to Senior 
Teacher at Scole CE VA Primary School). On Monday, we will be able to let you know the outcome of this 
interview process and tell you who the staff will be for each year group in September. Thank you again for your 
understanding  as a result of this late teacher recruitment, we have not been able to share this information 
sooner. 

New Intake for September 

We have enjoyed seeing our new intake children in small groups for outdoor visits to meet their new teachers. We hope 
our new families/children have found this useful in giving children some confidence about attending school in September 
and putting some friendly faces to names. Now that we have nearly  all of your tapestry consents, we will be setting you 
up and will use tapestry to share stories that you can watch with your children over the summer. Please return yours asap 
if you haven’t yet. 

On Tuesday we will be interviewing for the final member of the Reception/Year 1 team to ensure that our children are well 
supported in their new Reception/Year 1 classes. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

End of Year Assemblies and Awards 

We have taken a break from the usual end of term events this year due to the Covid pandemic and not being 
able to have parents in school. Children have continued to receive their weekly Awesome Cards in celebration 

assemblies and have been earning house points for their work and for showing school values. 

 
The winning house for this term is:  Astley  

End of Year Reports 

Children's end of year school reports will come home with them on Monday afternoon. If you have any queries about 
your child's school report, please email their class teacher who will contact you for a conversation before the end of 
term. 

The winning house earns the right to choose which charity a £20 donation is made to on their behalf. This term 

Astley have decided to make their donation to Nelson’s Journey. 

Mrs Hall (Pastoral Support) 

There appears to have been some confusion following our letter about staff changes for September. We have 
TWO Mrs Halls in the school. The Mrs Hall who is leaving at the end of this term is Mrs Michelle Hall who has 
worked this year as a midday supervisor with Reception. Mrs Donna Hall, our school Pastoral worker, is definitely 
staying with us! Please reassure your children that Mrs Hall is not going anywhere and is very much looking 
forward to seeing them and supporting them in September!    

 

 

 

 

Our uniform list (on the website and in the school handbook which is provided to parents on joining the school) has 
always stated for PE clothing "Black plimsolls and trainers". We have been more relaxed about this over the last year 
due to the closure of shops and the difficulties buying shoes as a result. Moving into September, in response to 
parental feedback, we will be allowing children to be in PE kit all day on their PE days and it is important that there is 
still a standard of school uniform expected on these days. DfE guidance says "We would encourage all schools to 
maintain their usual uniform policies. Uniform can play a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of a school and 
setting an appropriate tone." Having a policy on trainer colours also reduces the likelihood of parents/carers or pupils 
feeling under pressure to buy more expensive/designer trainers. 

  
In acknowledgement that our previous policy which only stated 'black plimsolls and trainers' is quite limiting we 
are extending the trainer colours to any school colour (black, navy, grey or white). We ask that children come in 
trainers which are as plain as possible but understand that there may be smaller features (trims, ticks etc) that are 

in a different colour. 

Trainers 

We have had one or two queries from parents about the reason for the change in uniform policy around trainers for 
September.  



MENU CHANGE 

Please note that on Wednesday 21st July the school hot dinner and vegetarian choice have been replaced on 

this day only to Fish Fingers or Vegetable Nuggets. 

 

YEAR 6 LEAVERS HOODIES 

Today during the end of year assembly our year 6’s were presented with their leavers hoodies. 

Don’t they look fantastic! 

Thank you again to Mel Cockburn and the committee for organising this for our year 6 pupils. 



 

As the summer holidays approach Friends would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the fundraising 

efforts for the 2020/2021 academic year and to thank you all for your continued support. 

Friends has supported the school in being able to pay for: 

Christmas Presents for every child. 

Virtual Author visit and workshops 

Library Books 

Gardening Equipment 

Times Table Rockstars 

Portable Hand Wash Stations  

School Website Redesign 

SumDog 

Phonics Reading Resources 

Art Resources 

Headphones for children to use in class during lockdown 

KS1 Handling Resources 

Christingles 

Individual Stationery Packs for every child  

Electronic Library 

Breakfast Club Start up costs 

RSHE Resources 

T-Rex Dinosaur Sculpture Project 

All of this equated to £8548! 

It is just as well our fantastic fundraising activities throughout the year of online auctions, raffles, Fun Friday and 21 for 21 

Challenge, to name but a few raised a staggering £6791 leaving an amazing £8113 in the bank for the 2021/2022 academic 

year with lots still on the school's wishlist!  

We wish you all a fantastic summer and good luck to the Yr 6 students moving up to High School. 

If, after reading this you feel that you would like to join Friends to support the school moving forwards or would like to 

become a member of the elected committee (Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer or Secretary) please let Fiona Proctor 

know f.proctor74@gmail.com or 07825953438. Our AGM to elect committee will be Wednesday 22nd September at 7pm. 

Thanks again and have a great summer! 

The Friends Committee 

  

  



The Friends are delighted to announce that the Friends Bookshelf in the Walled 

Garden has now raised £350 since it started in October. 

  

Donations of new and nearly new books can be made to 1 Copeman Road 

during the summer holidays. 

  

The Walled Garden have kindly agreed to hold additional book stalls for us on 

the following dates: 

  

31st July 

7th August 

14th August 

  

We will be selling a wider range of books on the above dates  Why not come 

along and have a browse, grab a cake and coffee and enjoy the glorious 

garden? 

  

All book sale proceeds go to the school.  

  

Recently Friends funded projects have included: 

  

Headphones for use during lockdown 

Art Resources 

Early Years Equipment – Money Dice, Play Money 

Equipment for the Breakfast Club 

Subscriptions for the Maths Learning Websites 

Virtual Visit from an Author 

Library Books 

KS1 Reading Resources and Materials 

  

Thank you to everyone for your continued and valuable support! 

  

The Friends Committee 



 

What do I do if my child is unwell? 
 

Not every minor illness means a child needs to be off school - you will know if they are 

feeling well enough to attend. Please reassure your children that not everyone who is 

unwell has coronavirus. 

 

Please remember though that children must not come to school if they have 

ANY of the recognised Covid-19 symptoms. 
 

The main coronavirus symptoms are: 

The main symptoms of coronavirus are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

If your child or anyone else in your household has any of these symptoms please follow 

the advice which can be found at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/  

Please call the school office asap if your child has developed symptoms of coronavirus 

and we will be able to give you further support and advice to access testing. We ask that 

you share test results as soon as they are known to enable us to take steps to keep our 

community safe. 

If a child develops symptoms of coronavirus while in school we will call you immediately 

and ask you to collect them (and any siblings). We will give you further information when 

collecting them about how to access testing and support you to do this is needed. 

 

Please report all positive Covid cases to the school immediately -  

if this is   during the school day please call the school office. 

At all other times please email  

head@littleplumstead.norfolk.sch.uk  


